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About Me, Mehrdad Sadri

My name is Mehrdad Sadri and I was born in 1952 in the northern suburb of
Teheran, the Capital City of Iran, in the district of Schemiran.

I attended Bahar-e-No or commonly known as Miss Merry primary school in
Teheran and then graduated from Alborz High school. I received my B.Sc.
degree in chemistry from the national University of Iran followed by post-
graduate studies in organic chemistry at the California State Polytechnic
University.

My interest in the philately or stamp collecting like many others began at a - 1P
very young age. At that time when I was in the third grade, my father, Col. Méhrdad Sadri

Bahaeddin Sadri (1909-1997) and his military commander, Gen. Aligholi gz

Golpeera, who was an avid collector, were quite instrumental in encouraging me in collecting stamps and not just as
a hobby but as an educational tool to learn and become familiar with the history and culture of my homeland, Iran.

From very beginning I was interested to study every philatelic article that I could get my hands on, although there
was hardly any useful material available at that time in Iran, but listening to experienced collectors and stamp
dealers was always fascinating for me.

When I came to the United States of America for my post-graduate studies, I learned about the American Philatelic
Society and American Philatelic Research Library, which then I became a member for the past nearly four decades.

From that point when I became more familiar with the advanced art of philately, I began my systematic research in
the philately of Iran as a scientist and not just as a person who was in love with the philately of Iran.

During my studies of the philately of Iran, I was lucky to have the opportunity to know and become the student of
one of the major scholars and experts of the Iranian philately and one of the most educated persons I have ever come
to know, Mr. Edward Joseph F.R.P.S.L., who was at that time one of the three major collectors of the Lion issues of
Iran (may God bless his soul). Furthermore I also had the privilege to view and study major collections of Lion
issues, including the collections of Dr. Mohammad Dadkhah, Mr. Edward Joseph, Mr. Samad Khorshid, Tapling
collection at the British Library, and Mr. Joseph Hackmey, which upon the request by the firm of David Feldman
SA, I wrote an introduction to the book published by this firm based on this magnificent collection. Also I have
inspected and viewed many other collections and lots offered by various auction houses and individuals.

The situation in Iran from the point of view of accessing useful articles has not much changed since I was a child;
therefore I decided to write this book in both languages of English for international readers and collectors and in
Farsi or Persian for the people of Iran.

Lacking reliable sources in the past to identify and distinguish original stamps from their counterfeits and forgeries
was always discouraging to collectors. I am sure by sheding light to distinguish the fakes and forgeries from the
original stamps would be a great encouragement for all collectors and would encourage the new collectors become
involved with the philately of Irans. Indeed the Iranian philately is one of the most exciting and fascinating areas of
the world’s philately and yet there more areas are left to be studied and researched. In the past few years since I have
published my specialized books or catalogues, the market for Iranian philately has moved aggressively upward and
many new collectors have joined the ranks of collectors of the Iranian philately.
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